Annex 6. Update on results achieved by the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation in 2019

Summary 

This update is submitted in response to decision 2018/5 of the UNDP/UNFPA/UNOPS Executive Board in which the Board requested annual updates on the results achieved by the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNOSSC). This is the second update on the implementation of the UNOSSC strategic framework, 2018–2021. 

I.
Introduction 

1. The present document reports on the development and institutional results achieved by UNOSSC in 2019 against its strategic framework, 2018–2021 (DP/CF/SSC/6). Besides the objectives set out in its strategic framework, UNOSSC receives its mandate and policy guidance from the General Assembly, the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation and the United Nations processes concerning South-South cooperation. 

2. The overarching goal of the strategic framework is to present the strategies and measures that UNOSSC will use to bring South-South and triangular cooperation to bear in support of the efforts of Member States to eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions and to secure peace and prosperity while promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment on a healthy planet. 

3. The year 2019 was characterized by a landmark process, the second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40), held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in March and the adoption of the BAPA+40 outcome document, which is a blueprint for the international community to advance South-South and triangular cooperation for sustainable development.
 

4. In the BAPA+40 outcome document, Member States reaffirmed the mandate and central role of UNOSSC as the focal point for promoting and facilitating South-South and triangular cooperation for development on a global and United Nations system-wide basis.

5. The results reported are organized in the order of the three outcomes of the UNOSSC strategic framework, 2018–2021, followed by the results concerning the financial performance of the Office. Since UNOSSC has reached the midpoint in implementing the current strategic framework, the report also attempts to reflect on the progress through 2019 and share the forward-looking vision of UNOSSC for the remainder of the period covered by the strategic framework. 
	

	II. Context  




6. In the five years since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the world has made progress in some areas, such as the reduction of extreme poverty, widespread immunization, a decrease in child mortality rates and an increase in people’s access to electricity. It is clear, however, that a much deeper, faster and more ambitious response is needed to unleash the social and economic transformation needed to achieve the 2030 goals.
 The decade of action requires an inclusive global partnership, and South-South and triangular cooperation has been recognized for its important contribution to the achievement of the goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
7. The growth in different areas of South-South cooperation, including trade, foreign direct investment (FDI), development and technology transfer, continued unabated in 2019. The dynamism of South-South economic ties was an essential element of the contribution of developing countries to the global economy. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), in a June 2019 report,  confirmed that the value of South-South merchandise trade had increased almost seven-fold, from $0.6 trillion in 1995 to $5 trillion in 2017, while its share in the total exports of developing countries had risen from 42 per cent to 57 per cent in that period.

8. All developing countries are not yet participating fully in the rise of the South, however. The pace of change is slower, for instance, in the majority of the least developed countries (LDCs), especially those that are landlocked or distant from world markets. Nevertheless, many of those countries have also benefited from South-South trade, investment, finance and technology transfer. The diversity in levels of development across the South is reflected in its economic powerhouses on the one hand and a large number of landlocked developed countries (LLDCs) and small island developing States (SIDS) on the other hand. 
9. Growth in the diversity of development actors is shaping a new global order, creating an “age of choice” for developing countries
 while posing a challenge regarding how to measure the impact of, and better leverage, South-South and triangular cooperation programmes in the absence of universally agreed methodologies.
10. There has also been an expansion in the number of actors in South-South cooperation. Moreover, multilateral institutions, international and regional banks and funds, including those newly established by developing countries, are providing financial support to South-South initiatives. 

11. The growing scale, intensity and modalities of South-South cooperation call for more robust institutional frameworks to sustain the emerging linkages. Hence, the surge of the potential in South-South cooperation creates a fresh need for more responsive policies, human capital, stronger institutions, multi-stakeholder partnerships and resources to harness fully the power of South-South initiatives in realizing the 2030 Agenda.
 
12. Developed countries, international organizations, civil society and other relevant stakeholders are also providing support to developing countries through triangular cooperation mechanisms that leverage and mobilize additional technical and financial resources, share a wider range of experiences and promote new areas of cooperation. There is considerable potential for scaling up South-South and triangular cooperation.

13. Even though the present annex is reporting on the results of UNOSSC for 2019, it is important to highlight a salient element of the current international context characterized by the COVID-19 crisis, which risks jeopardizing in a profound way many of the achievements with regard to the SDGs in numerous developing countries. The spread of the pandemic in developing countries could have a long-lasting, adverse social and economic impact, especially in countries with fragile and vulnerable economies. Besides the health crisis and the human cost of the pandemic, the economic recovery in many of those developing countries will require significant international support and cooperation. UNOSSC is leveraging established partnerships to facilitate support among countries of the Global South to contain the spread of COVID-19.
III. Highlights of results

Results against outcome 1: Strengthened multilateral policymaking processes to advance Southern interests and development agenda, and enhanced coherence and coordination of United Nations support
14. UNOSSC effectively provided secretariat and policy support to intergovernmental bodies and United Nations entities to make informed and coherent decisions, including the provision of analytical reporting on South-South cooperation, in the following areas, among others: support for policy dialogues and intergovernmental processes, including BAPA+40; coordination of coherent United Nations system support to South-South and triangular cooperation, including preparation of the United Nations system-wide South-South cooperation strategy; and galvanizing the international community to follow up on BAPA+40 recommendations.

Support for policy dialogues and intergovernmental processes, including BAPA+40

15. The year 2019 marked the culmination of a transformative era for South-South and triangular cooperation with the conclusion of the second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation, which took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in March. UNOSSC was highly successful in its role as the substantive secretariat of the Conference and its three high-level panel discussions, as described in the following paragraphs.

16. The Office provided policy advice to the co-facilitators and other Members States engaged in the process of negotiation of the BAPA+40 outcome document. Through the Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation, UNOSSC also coordinated the inputs of the United Nations entities to the BAPA+40 process.

17. UNOSSC drafted the report of the Secretary-General that informed the BAPA+40 negotiations
 and provided policy support to Member States groupings, at their request, for effective dialogue among themselves in the preparation of the Conference.

18. The BAPA+40 outcome document recognized the contribution of South-South and triangular cooperation to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to achieving the overarching goal of eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions. The outcome document also provided clear policy recommendations to enable the international community and the United Nations system to coordinate South-South efforts, build bridges, cement partnerships and establish sustainable strategies for scaling up impact together. It also recognized the role of triangular cooperation, reflecting its increasingly relevant role in the implementation of the SDGs. 

19. Together with partners, UNOSSC organized/co-organized 15 side events on the margins of the Conference
 to raise awareness, inspire dialogues, and strengthen momentum among all stakeholders in preparation for the launch of the outcome document and follow-up.

20. Extensive UNOSSC-led communications and outreach activities associated with BAPA+40 had an impact never seen before in any event relating to South-South cooperation organized by the Office. The UNOSSC website recorded more than 70,000 pageviews in March 2019 and, in terms of social media reach associated with the Conference, the #BAPA40 hashtag was accessed by more than 17.5 million people. For comparison, on average, the UNOSSC website registers 10,000 pageviews per month.

21. UNOSSC drafted the annual report of the Secretary-General on the state of South-South cooperation
 in close collaboration with relevant focal points in United Nations specialized agencies, funds and programmes. The report featured specific measures taken by the United Nations system to enhance South-South and triangular cooperation and made recommendations for the way forward. It noted that South-South cooperation was emphasized in over 80 United Nations Sustainable Development Frameworks at the country level. It also highlighted the surge in new partnerships undertaken by the United Nations development system drawing on South-South and triangular cooperation.
 The report of the Secretary-General informed the deliberations of Member States on South-South cooperation during the seventy-fourth session of the General Assembly as well as their negotiations on the General Assembly resolution on South-South cooperation.

22. UNOSSC served as the secretariat of the negotiations on the resolution on South-South cooperation of the Second Committee of the General Assembly and provided policy advice and supported Member States to achieve consensus on the resolution.

Coordination of coherent United Nations system support to South-South and triangular cooperation, including preparation of the United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South and triangular cooperation 

23. The Secretary-General, in his report on the state of South-South cooperation to the seventy-second session of the General Assembly, had requested UNOSSC
 “to coordinate, in consultation with the United Nations agencies, the preparation of a United Nations system-wide South-South cooperation strategy.”

24. In consultation with over 40 United Nations entities at the global and regional levels, UNOSSC launched, under its coordination within the United Nations Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation, the preparation of the strategy for more coherent and coordinated support by the United Nations system to South-South and triangular cooperation. A Drafting Committee, composed of 20 United Nations entities and coordinated by UNOSSC, led the process of drafting the strategy. During the second half of 2019, intensive coordination work for the preparation of the strategy was undertaken within that Inter-Agency Mechanism.

25. The strategy will provide a system-wide policy orientation to United Nations entities in order to galvanize a coordinated, coherent approach to the policy and programmatic work of the United Nations system on South-South and triangular cooperation.

BAPA+40 follow-up: Galvanizing the international community 

26. In the second half of 2019, UNOSSC focused its activities on moving forward with the implementation of the BAPA+40 outcome document recommendations.

27. The Office has been effective in using different platforms and tools to facilitate policy dialogues and promote coordination and coherence regarding South-South and triangular cooperation. They included the Second Committee of the General Assembly, the High-level Forum of Directors General for Development Cooperation, the United Nations Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation, the high-level political forum on sustainable development and the Development Cooperation Forum (DCF), where support for South-South cooperation as an important element of the global partnerships for sustainable development was emphasized. 

28. During the 2019 high-level political forum on sustainable development, UNOSSC engaged in 10 side events and strongly advocated for broader partnerships between different stakeholders, sustained policy dialogue and the sharing of experiences in the follow-up to BAPA+40.

29. On the sidelines of the high-level segment of the seventy-fourth session of the General Assembly, UNOSSC, with Argentina and other partners, co-hosted an interactive dialogue focused on strengthening the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation and follow-up to the main elements agreed upon at BAPA+40. On 12 September 2019, the United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation was celebrated with the participation of the Secretary‑General and the UNDP Administrator. The theme was “From commitment to action: Follow-up to the Buenos Aires Plan of Action+40”, focusing on the implementation of the BAPA+40 recommendations.

30. Pursuant to the call at BAPA+40 to strengthen institutional capacities of developing countries to maximize the benefits of South-South and triangular cooperation, UNOSSC, the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) and the South Centre co-organized an interactive dialogue on the theme “National ecosystem for South-South and triangular cooperation” on 26 September on the sidelines of the seventy-fourth session of the General Assembly. The event was an opportunity for the participating countries to exchange their respective experiences with regard to the national institutional arrangements for the promotion and implementation of South-South and triangular cooperation. The participants also discussed the prospect of partnership and the exchange of experiences, especially through the High-level Forum of Directors General for Development Cooperation. The event was also an occasion to introduce the publication entitled “Developing national ecosystems for South-South and triangular cooperation to achieve Agenda 2030 for sustainable development”, produced by IsDB in partnership with the South Centre and UNOSSC. The paper identified the main pillars of an effective ecosystem for South-South and triangular cooperation that enhances the results of South-South and triangular cooperation activities for sustainable development.

31. With the aim of supporting and facilitating exchanges, peer learning and partnerships among the practitioners of South-South and triangular cooperation, UNOSSC organized the eleventh High-level Forum of Directors General for Development Cooperation (DG Forum) in Istanbul on 13 December 2019 with the collaboration and support of IsDB and the Japan International Cooperation Agency and in coordination with the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency. The overall theme of the forum was “Charting the post-BAPA+40 roadmap for South-South and triangular cooperation: Towards effective institutionalization of South-South and triangular cooperation for sustainable development”. Bringing together heads of development cooperation agencies and institutions and other partners, it provided an opportunity for practitioners of South-South and triangular cooperation to reflect and exchange views on ways and approaches to implement the recommendations of the BAPA+40 outcome document.
 Forum participants committed to further strengthening the institutionalization of South-South and triangular cooperation, assessing the results, and promoting an inclusive and multi-stakeholder approach to implement the BAPA+40 recommendations. The DG Forum resulted in concrete recommendations for the post-BAPA+40 roadmap.

32. There were DG Forums at several regional and subregional levels to focus on South-South cooperation issues specific to those levels.

33. In order to create the synergies necessary for development on the African continent to implement the global and the regional agenda, UNOSSC collaborated with the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) and other partners on the organization of an Experts’ Meeting on the theme “Post-BAPA+40 roadmap: South-South cooperation for the implementation of the African Union Agenda 2063 and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. The meeting emphasized the value of strategic partnerships with partners of the South to further the process of development of African Union Agenda 2063. As a result of that meeting, UNOSSC and APRM started working towards establishing a more formal partnership in order to use the modality of South-South and triangular cooperation to further the development of Africa within the mandate of APRM.

34. UNOSSC is leading and coordinating the implementation of the South-South Cooperation Action Plan of the Secretary-General’s Climate Change Engagement Strategy. In that context, the Office organized the annual High-Level Forum on South-South Cooperation on Climate Change during the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Madrid, Spain, on 11 December 2019. The UNOSSC climate and sustainability programme continued to support Member States and strengthen the global momentum on South-South climate cooperation.
 In 2019, UNOSSC developed a series of initiatives highlighting the importance of sharing knowledge, best practices and experiences on tackling climate change in the context of the implementation of the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the implementation of the SDGs. 

35. During BAPA+40, UNOSSC and the Center for Strategic Studies and Management (CGEE)/Ministry of Science, Technology, Innovation and Communication of Brazil organized a side event on “Opportunities and challenges of South-South cooperation on bioeconomy, in the light of the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda”. The side event started a discussion on the main elements of South-South cooperation on the bioeconomy, which led to a survey among stakeholders and a UNOSSC-CGEE joint publication entitled “South-South and Triangular Cooperation on the Bioeconomy in light of the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”
, launched at the twenty-fifth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 25), in December in Madrid, Spain. The publication aims to serve as a knowledge resource to inspire, replicate and scale up South-South and triangular cooperation on the bioeconomy by providing insights into practical and effective development solutions presented in nine case studies from Africa, Asia and Latin America.

36. Moreover, in December 2019, at COP 25, UNOSSC and China co-organized the annual High-Level Forum on South-South Cooperation on Climate Change in order to support the implementation of the South-South Cooperation Action Plan, which is part of the Secretary-General’s climate change engagement strategy for 2018–2021. The event brought together ministers, ambassadors, heads of United Nations and other intergovernmental organizations, and senior representatives from business and civil society to showcase and discuss how South-South and triangular cooperation supports developing countries to transition to low-emission and climate-resilient development pathways.

Results against outcome 2: Capacities of Member States, the United Nations system and other partners in South-South and triangular cooperation strengthened through enhanced generation and sharing of knowledge and access to high-quality advisory services.

37. In 2019, UNOSSC significantly expanded opportunities and spaces for Southern stakeholders to share Southern development solutions and advance thought leadership on South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives with the potential to accelerate the achievement of the 2030 Agenda. Developing countries and partner institutions were supported to create and share high-quality knowledge products, building a robust knowledge hub for South-South and triangular cooperation. UNOSSC also supported developing countries to access high-quality advisory services on the application of knowledge to bolster their capacities in the context of the implementation of Agenda 2030 through various capacity development initiatives.
South-South Galaxy: Building a knowledge-sharing network

38. Leveraging the transformational opportunities presented by digital technologies for development cooperation, UNOSSC, along with its development partners, developed a global knowledge-sharing and partnership-brokering platform, South-South Galaxy,
 based on its consultations with over 15 United Nations entities. It contributed towards expanding opportunities and eliminating barriers to entry for many Southern partners in accessing a reliable and diverse range of knowledge, information and partners.

39. South-South Galaxy was launched globally during the United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation, which was attended by the Secretary-General and the UNDP Administrator. Within three months of its global launch, South-South Galaxy had established itself as a fast-growing global repository of solutions and resources on South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation from over 180 registered institutions. The platform was introduced in the Asia-Pacific region at the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Development Forum, with the support of the Government of Thailand and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), and was launched in Africa in partnership with the African Union Commission (AUC) alongside the African Private Sector Forum.  
40. South-South Galaxy serves as a connector and a consolidated South-South solutions platform for Southern partners in the United Nations system. It is being expanded through inter-agency collaboration by means of its integration into the forthcoming United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South and triangular cooperation.

41. The platform complements and connects, rather than substitutes for or duplicates, existing national and regional institutional arrangements. It acts as a one-stop shop for partners to search, communicate and share solutions in order to address common challenges, and as a matchmaker by connecting solution providers and seekers. Southern countries and interested development partners can locate concrete cases, share their knowledge and initiatives, collaborate with potential partners digitally and explore funding opportunities. Through its research arm, the platform is connecting governments, experts and think tanks to ensure that Southern perspectives and insights are included in mainstream policy dialogues.

42. South-South Galaxy represents the recognition by UNOSSC of the exceptional potential presented by new digital technologies and offers transformational cooperation opportunities for enhanced knowledge-sharing and collaboration across borders. One of its distinct functions is the integration of artificial intelligence, which enables the platform to “learn” about the interests and behaviour of its users to provide the most relevant content, real-time data and solutions in order to enhance the user experience.

Developing good-quality data and research on South-South and triangular cooperation

43. Special importance has been given to generating and developing good-quality data and research on South-South and triangular cooperation to inform policy dialogues, decision-making and development cooperation practices in the pursuit of the achievement of the SDGs. In the BAPA+40 outcome document, Member States request the United Nations development system to “continue its support to the strengthening of relevant public research institutions, academic institutions, think tanks, knowledge networks and relevant regional or thematic centers of excellence, as institutional spaces for knowledge development and sharing on South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives”.
 

44. In this pursuit, UNOSSC and UNDP are supporting Southern think tanks through the Global Coalition of Think Tank Networks for South-South Cooperation (South-South Global Thinkers) initiative.
 This initiative is a joint effort to draw on the high-quality expertise of think tank networks and research institutes of the South (as well as several from the North) and to develop a platform for South-South cooperation research and knowledge-sharing. Eight research reports and studies (in the South-South Ideas series)
 have been developed to (a) better inform global policy dialogues and agenda-setting on South-South cooperation, (b) inform policymakers and development practitioners of the value of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation, and (c) assist them in making informed decisions on their South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation investment, with the goal of accelerating progress towards the SDGs. A series of research studies, featured as “South-South Ideas”, were launched during BAPA+40, and several of the papers in this new series have been included in university reading lists and learning resources on international development cooperation subjects.

45. In 2019, UNOSSC produced the first independent report on South-South and triangular cooperation entitled “Cooperation beyond convention: South-South and triangular cooperation in a changing global context”.
 The report, officially launched at the United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation event, reviews the history and transformation of South-South and triangular cooperation and provides innovative analysis of local, regional and global Southern cooperative initiatives to scale up the understanding of and support for models of cooperation. In addition, UNOSSC, jointly with The Finance Centre for South-South Cooperation, produced a report entitled “South-South cooperation in a digital world”,
 which analyses digital opportunities and challenges in the context of South-South cooperation. The report explores development prospects and trends affecting digital industries in the Global South and puts forward proposals for digital industrial cooperation among Southern countries. It was launched at a BAPA+40 side event where its policy recommendations were discussed with high-level government officials and thought leaders at an event chaired by the President of Uruguay.

46. In addition, UNOSSC, along with its development partners, developed 10 volumes in the series South-South in Action along with other knowledge products. These reports provide partners with a platform for the dissemination of their policies, initiatives and activities that have led to the achievement of some of their development goals through South-South and triangular cooperation. Such publications also provide countries or organizations with an opportunity to distil and then present their own perceptions of their successful undertakings, initiatives, policies and/or activities. The South-South in Action series also offers development partners a window on opportunities for collaboration that exist in the South. 

47. UNOSSC convened many South-South policy dialogues and consultative processes that served as a source of ideas on how best to eradicate poverty and address other transnational challenges facing many countries of the South. For example, under the South-South Global Thinkers initiative, it convened four policy dialogues with members of the Global Coalition. They included “South-South Global Thinker’s Dialogue: Reflection on BAPA+40 Outcome Document”;
 “Strengthening SDG 17 through South-South and Triangular Cooperation: Plurality and Way Forward from BAPA+40”;
 “Financing of SDGs: Challenges Faced by Developing Countries with regard to Capital Flight”;
 and “Spotlight on South-South Cooperation in Promoting and Deepening Trade and Investment in Africa”
 within the Framework of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement. UNOSSC also continued its partnership with the Research and Information System for Developing Countries in India to support the Delhi dialogues facilitating exchanges among think tanks on South-South cooperation.

48. Through those policy dialogues with think tanks, those institutions were provided with a platform to share their reflections on priority topics concerning South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation. As a result of those dialogues, key research areas were identified relating to some important themes of the BAPA+40 Outcome, and nine research studies were commissioned by UNOSSC and UNDP for development by think tanks. The research studies, which will be completed in 2020, aim to inform Members States in making policy decisions on South-South cooperation which has been called upon by them.

49. Additionally, Southern think tanks and research institutions were frequently consulted by UNOSSC to ensure that Southern voices, perspectives and inputs were shared, reflected and communicated in research documents. One notable consultation was the joint UNOSSC-UNDP Human Development Report Office (HDRO) consultation on the 2019 Human Development Report (HDR) entitled Beyond Income, beyond Averages, beyond Today: Inequalities in Human Development in the 21st Century through engagement with members of the Global Coalition of Think Tank Networks for South-South Cooperation.
 The consultation brought together over 30 Southern-based think tanks to share their knowledge and perspectives through e-discussion on the topic of inequality via the South-South Global Thinkers platform. The consultation gathered various Southern perspectives on the main drivers of inequality in different parts of the world and provided insights on how policy interventions and South-South cooperation can help to address inequality among countries. Owing to the perspectives provided, HDRO requested UNOSSC to conduct a similar consultation for the 2020 HDR. 

50. Through its regional offices, UNOSSC supported countries and subregional and regional institutions to document, share and adapt South-South policies and practices in strengthening regional integration efforts, addressing topics of priority identified by each region. In the Asia and the Pacific region, UNOSSC co-published a report with the ASEAN Secretariat, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, entitled Mapping South-South Cooperation in ASEAN. The report, prepared during the Thailand Chairmanship of ASEAN, was presented at the 2019 ASEAN Summit and accepted by the leaders. UNOSSC partnered with the Pacific Island Development Forum (PIDF) and launched a volume of South-South in Action outlining the rationale and foundations of the creation of PIDF as a South-South institution, its values and its projects. In Africa, UNOSSC, working with the AUC Department of Economic Affairs on the illicit financial flows (IFFs) in Africa, released a publication on that issue in 2019. The Office, also working with UNCTAD on IFFs, organized a seminar and a side event on the topic in 2019. In the Arab States and Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) region, 91 development solutions were sourced, documented and made available through South-South Galaxy, including a dedicated collection in the field of green agriculture. UNOSSC further disseminated that knowledge through the organization of a special session of the 2019 Europe and the CIS Regional Ministerial Conference on Green Economy in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. The session was convened under the auspices of the UNOSSC South-South and Triangular Cooperation among Maritime-Continental Silk Road Cities for Sustainable Development project (SSTC Silk Road Cities project) in partnership with the China Agricultural University and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD).

Support to capacity-building and advisory services

51. Beyond expanded knowledge-sharing and research development, UNOSSC also supported developing countries in capacity development through convening and facilitating learning programmes, capacity development workshops and the provision of advisory services. 

52. The capacity of young people to become the next-generation cooperators is of critical importance to the Global South. Youth4South, an advanced youth leadership initiative launched in November 2019, is designed as an umbrella programme that aims to facilitate the development of the capacity of youth from developing countries to learn about and adapt South-South and triangular cooperation knowledge and tools for scaling up Southern development solutions that could be applied in the efforts of their home countries and local communities to achieve sustainable development. 
53. Capacity development training took place in April 2019 through the Youth Leadership Programme in Agriculture for Belt and Road: Managing the Rural Transformation in Asian Countries on the sidelines of the 2019 Belt and Road Forum. Through coordination and mobilization by the UNOSSC Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, about 30 young professionals and officials from ministries of agriculture, finance, planning and development of 11 developing countries from the Asia and the Pacific region participated in the training. The training and field study were hosted by the China Institute for South-South Cooperation in Agriculture in Yunnan Province and in Beijing, China. The training was fully supported by the Government of China and the three Rome-based United Nations agencies.

54. In addition, UNOSSC initiated the Youth4South Fellowship in 2019. The fellowship, which offers, jointly with partners, funded fellowship and scholarship opportunities to qualified young professionals and scholars to undertake research projects, pursue postgraduate degrees, and participate in short-term exchange and training courses in areas including international affairs, development studies, public policy, public administration and management, international cooperation, and South-South and triangular cooperation at selected prestigious universities and technical institutes. 

55. Green economy is another critical area of priority for the Global South to achieve the 2030 Agenda. UNOSSC, in partnership with the World Green Economy Organization (WGEO) and key regional and national stakeholders, facilitated policy dialogues leading to specific policy recommendations by that wide range of stakeholders, which shared them through the joint statements adopted at the five regional ministerial conferences on green economy that involved over 535 officials from 91 countries worldwide.
 Furthermore, sustainable green-economy approaches and policy recommendations resulting from the regional events were promoted globally at the 2019 Global Ministerial Conference on Green Economy
 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on 20–21 October as part of the 2019 World Green Economy Summit, attended by 130 ministerial-level participants and high-level representatives from international organizations and United Nations agencies.

56. UNOSSC, in coordination with WGEO, also developed and delivered the series of sessions of the WGEO Executive Training on Green Economy through engagement with strategic partners, including the International Solar Alliance, the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI), UNDP, ESCAP, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean. A total of 330 executives and practitioners trained representatives of governments, international organizations, the private sector and civil society institutions from around the world.

57. The UNOSSC and WGEO partnership contributed to establishing a network of government and institutional focal points on green economy; partnerships were also facilitated with GGGI, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the United Nations Global Compact, the International Solar Alliance, the United Nations Regional Commissions, the Brazil Africa Institute, the Asia Foundation and a number of other institutions.
58. Strengthening institutional capacities for South-South Cooperation has been an important advisory service of UNOSSC to developing countries upon their request. UNOSSC supported the Tunisian Agency for Technical Cooperation and IsDB in organizing a training workshop on South-South and triangular cooperation for the francophone members of IsDB, which was held in Tunisia from 3 to 5 July 2019. The workshop, which was part of the joint efforts of UNOSSC and its partners to develop the capacities of developing countries in South-South and triangular cooperation, aimed to strengthen the knowledge of IsDB member countries about South-South and triangular technical cooperation to better promote collaboration and the exchange of experiences between them and to advocate for the possibility of partnerships presented by South-South and triangular cooperation in achieving the SDGs.
59. At the request of the Government of Djibouti, UNOSSC, in partnership with IsDB, provided policy advisory services on establishing a South-South cooperation coordination mechanism to ensure coherence among all the government entities responsible for development cooperation.

Results against outcome 3: South-South and triangular cooperation partnership initiatives and demand-driven programmes facilitated to address sustainable development needs of developing countries. 

South-South and triangular partnership initiatives and demand-driven programmes
60. In 2019, as follow-up to BAPA+40, UNOSSC continued its efforts to build South-South and triangular partnerships either by forging new ones or reinforcing those already in existence. The Office also launched and implemented several demand-driven programmes in response to the priority issues of developing countries. 
61. The launch – jointly with UNOSSC and the Government of China – of the Global South-South Development Centre (SSDC) project (2019–2023) took place in March 2019 during BAPA+40 and was attended by the Vice Premier of China and the UNDP Administrator. The Global SSDC project builds on the 10-year achievements of the China South-South Development Centre project and capitalizes on the strong expertise and resources offered by a 24-year-old, strong nationwide China South-South cooperation network. The new Global SSDC project is envisioned as a reprofiling of the earlier project as a global network of centres of excellence for South-South cooperation in advancing SDGs. 
62. Supported by the UNOSSC Youth4South initiative, the SSTC Silk Road Cities Project and the GSSDC Project, close to 500 development practitioners and youth entrepreneurs from more than 50 developing countries were engaged and trained in 2019 in areas such as agricultural advancement, rural development, small hydro development, entrepreneurship, innovation and e-commerce.  Such a result was achieved through joint efforts and pooled resources from many government, intergovernmental organization and civil society organization partners, including the Government of China, the Government of Madagascar, the Government of Turkey, AUC, the International Organization of la Francophonie (OIF), the China Institute for South-South Cooperation in Agriculture, the China-Africa Business Council, the China Association of Trade in Services, the Finance Center for South-South Cooperation, the International Centre on Small Hydro Power, Phoenix TV, the Shenzhen Youth Federation, UNDP, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, the World Food (WFP) Centre of Excellence in China and the Zayed International Foundation for the Environment.
63. Under the Youth4South initiative, UNOSSC also launched the Youth Entrepreneurship for the South (YES) programme at the Youth Climate Summit during the General Assembly in September 2019, with support from the Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, the Shenzhen Youth Federation and AUC. Fifty fully funded one-month internship opportunities for African youth entrepreneurs were announced under YES with support from the Shenzhen Youth Federation; it is anticipated that 50 internships will be available annually. During the November 2019 International Youth Innovation Conference in Shenzhen, China, 28 young entrepreneurs from 20 countries in the Africa, Arab States, and Asia and the Pacific regions were nominated by UNDP, UNFPA and AUC. They had an opportunity to pitch their initiatives and network with entrepreneurs, potential investors and partners. Thereafter, eight selected initiatives were entered in the Matchmaking Scaling Up of Youth-led Good Practices Competition. Winners of the competition had access to prizes of up to $10,000 in seed funding from the Shenzhen Youth Federation and mentorship opportunities. The UNOSSC Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific also partnered with institutions from Hong Kong, China, to deliver an entrepreneurship academy to meet learning demands from young people from Asia and Africa to develop entrepreneurship ideas.
64. Under the SSTC Silk Road Cities Project, three demand-driven needs assessments were conducted in Khajura (Nepal), Chust (Uzbekistan) and New-Koidu (Sierra Leone) in close coordination with the respective UNDP country offices, WFP, UN-Habitat and the Economic Community of West African States, focusing on the needs of the cities for agriculture supply-chain development, waste management and infrastructure development.  The SSTC Silk Road Cities Project also supported advocacy and outreach efforts towards the concept of sectoral and thematic cooperation among cities in developing countries. In 2019, several important focus areas were identified and advocated among potential city partners to mobilize support, including urban-rural integration, e-commerce, sustainable transport (civil aviation, port, logistics), waste management, smart and green cities, sustainable tourism and the creative economy, business, investment and trade, and resilient cities.
65. Based on the partnership between UNOSSC and the Colombian Presidential Agency for Cooperation (APC-Colombia), the two partners continued their collaboration in 2019 to further promote South-South and triangular cooperation by co-organizing a BAPA+40 knowledge‑sharing event on policy to discuss the quantification and valorization of South-South cooperation. During the 2019 high-level political forum on sustainable development, UNOSSC and APC-Colombia organized an event focused on the measurement of South-South cooperation in the implementation of the BAPA+40 outcome recommendations. In addition, APC-Colombia organized the celebration event of the United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation held in Bogota in September 2019 with the support of UNOSSC. On the sidelines of the 2019 DG Forum in Istanbul, UNOSSC and APC-Colombia signed a joint work plan for 2020.
66. UNOSSC and the Tunisian Agency for Technical Cooperation signed a partnership agreement during the 2019 DG Forum. The areas of cooperation include jointly promoting the inclusion of South-South cooperation approaches and modalities in development policies and programmes, identifying best practices, exchanging documentation and information, promoting knowledge‑sharing, facilitating policy debates, and engaging in joint activities on South-South and triangular cooperation. 

67. A Statement of Intent was concluded between UNOSSC, IsDB and the South Centre by which the parties agreed to work on a number of areas that address the recommendations outlined in the BAPA+40 outcome document, including the development of the capacities of the members of the Bank in designing, implementing and monitoring South-South and triangular cooperation programmes and activities.
68. With regard to promoting triangular cooperation, UNOSSC, as a member of the core group of the Global Partnership Initiative on Effective Triangular Cooperation, provided technical advice to that initiative, which formulated the voluntary guidelines for effective triangular cooperation. The initiative, referred to in the BAPA+40 outcome document, aims to bring together different development stakeholders to better situate triangular cooperation in the current development landscape. 

69. UNOSSC and Partners in Population and Development signed a partnership agreement to expand South-South cooperation in the areas of reproductive health/family planning, population and development through, inter alia, strengthening institutional and organizational capacities, mapping and documenting good practices.  

70. The Norwegian Agency for Exchange Cooperation (Norec) has developed a programmatic approach to South-South and triangular cooperation. The Norec approach is recognized for its focus on reciprocal exchange programmes and its explicit support to South-South exchanges of personnel within the framework of institutional cooperation. Norec, among others, supported the participation of LDCs at BAPA+40. 
71. UNOSSC and the International Organization for Migration signed a Memorandum of Understanding on 23 September 2019 to cooperate in areas of mutual concern including efforts to facilitate and promote South-South and triangular cooperation as a means to support humane and orderly migration, and contribute further to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

72. UNOSSC is working closely with the Alliance of NGOs and CSOs for South-South Cooperation, an international network of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society organizations (CSOs), to enhance the understanding by civil society of the value of South-South cooperation in developmental, humanitarian and related spheres.
73. UNOSSC has a standing programme with the AUC Department of Economic Affairs to promote the development of South-South private investment and the African private sector. It organized the 11th African Private Sector Forum in Antananarivo, Madagascar, in October 2019. UNOSSC, in partnership with OIF and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, is supporting the revitalization of industries of the LDCs in Africa, especially those LDCs that have experienced conflicts. The Bangui Economic Forum was organized in December 2019 with that intent. UNOSSC and OIF also organized the first meeting between two high-level delegations of AUC and ASEAN, led, respectively, by the African Union Commissioner and a Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN.

Resource mobilization and human resource support from Member States

74. In 2019, UNOSSC demonstrated growth in resource mobilization and human resource support from Member States in support of South-South cooperation. Through the trust funds and innovative programmes, it mobilized $14.1 million and delivered $12.3 million in non-core resources in 2019.

75. Also in 2019, the Government of China provided $300,000 in addition to its regular contribution to support the South-South Cooperation Poverty Eradication Facility proposed by UNOSSC under the overall framework of the United Nations Fund for South-South Cooperation (UNFSSC). 

76. UNOSSC mobilized $459,000 from IFAD through the China-IFAD South-South and Triangular Cooperation Facility for a joint WGEO-UNOSSC-IFAD partnership initiative entitled South-South Cooperation in Green Economy for Agricultural Development.

77. In 2019, the Government of India pledged an additional $26 million for high-impact development projects in Pacific Island and Caribbean Community countries. By the end of 2019, the India-UN Development Partnership Fund encompassed 46 projects supporting the national development goals of partner countries and commitments of the 2030 Agenda covering diverse areas such as climate resilience, energy, employment and livelihoods, health, gender and digital economies. The total amount committed by the Government of India by 2019 was over $30 million, including $20 million towards approved projects and $11 million towards approved proposals.

78. In the Asia and the Pacific region, UNOSSC experimented with the idea of strengthening its Regional Office through the secondment of staff from Member States and the other institutions. From a staff complement of one person in March 2017, the regional team now consists of eight staff, with two seconded from Thailand, two seconded from Indonesia, one seconded from Fiji, one seconded from the Pacific Islands Development Forum and two United Nations Volunteers. Well-experienced staff from Governments have brought with them their experience and information on their networks to enhance the work of the Regional Office.

Strengthened mechanisms for outreach, advocacy and strategic communication

79. UNOSSC continued to underscore the positive impact of South-South and triangular cooperation and partnership-building through sound policy inputs to Member States and United Nations processes on issues of critical importance to South-South solidarity, global integration and international collective action. The Office rolled out an enhanced Communications Strategy, 2019–2021, that leverages both traditional and innovative, interactive electronic tools, such as social media, to share compelling stories and promote interaction among stakeholders. Emphasis has been placed on advocating for the role of South-South and triangular cooperation in the achievement of the 2030 Agenda; articulating the UNOSSC policy, mandate and core areas of work; positioning the Office as a facilitator of partnerships to increase the understanding and visibility of practical expressions of Southern solidarity; and following standard operating procedures in the dissemination of information on demand-driven initiatives and projects relating to South-South and triangular cooperation inside the United Nations system and among partners in all regions. The story “What is ‘South-South cooperation’ and why does it matter?”,
 circulated in collaboration with the Department of Global Communications, is an example of success: it was one of the top 5 UN News development stories read in 2019.
 Pageviews on the UNOSSC web portal (www.unsouthsouth.org), which showcases the work of South-South and triangular cooperation stakeholders in their respective focus areas, increased from 48,000 in 2018 to over 120,000 in 2019. The number of social-media followers increased by over 100 per cent in the same period across platforms. The portal is currently available in three of the official United Nations languages and will be available in Arabic, Chinese and Russian by the end of 2020. 
Effective trust fund management

80. In 2019, UNOSSC continued to ensure effective management of trust funds including UNFSSC, the IBSA Fund, and the India-UN Development Partnership Fund. UNOSSC also supported the management of the Pérez-Guerrero Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation, which implements projects through UNDP, upon approval of the Group of 77 and China.
81. UNOSSC-managed trust funds supported developing countries across Africa, the Arab States, Asia and the Pacific, and Latin America, and increasingly contributed to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, with an emphasis on poverty reduction and on leveraging South-South cooperation in an innovative manner. 

82. The key results of the IBSA Fund projects that were implemented in 2019 include an e-learning project in Viet Nam to improve health-care coverage and quality in the northern coastal region that has proven to be successful and sustainable in reaching health-care workers in remote medical settings and is now being used to respond to COVID-19. In Cambodia, a youth-focused poverty reduction project helped to improve youth volunteers’ skill sets for increased employability, which resulted in over 4,000 youth (58 per cent female) gaining knowledge to help to prepare for a future as socially responsible entrepreneurs. In Fiji, a project to empower women contributed to improving the livelihoods and health of over 1,300 rural women through the adoption of a new environmentally friendly and energy-efficient cooking method using rocket stoves. In Kiribati, an inclusive, sustainable, economic development project helped to develop a National Coconut-sector Development Strategy to improve livelihoods of smallholders. From its inception in 2006 to 2019, the IBSA Fund received $37 million in revenue and delivered $31 million through 31 unique development projects focusing on poverty and hunger alleviation in 21 developing countries. In 2019, the IBSA Fund projects delivered $2.55 million.

83. Key results of selected India-UN Development Partnership Fund projects implemented through 2019 include: 
(a) In Chad, small irrigation works, such as drainage and dikes, were erected for the rehabilitation of lowlands. The capacities of local farmer groups were also enhanced through the setting up of a nursery and support for harvesting local seeds to restore degraded lands; 

(b) In Grenada, the Mount Horne Child Development Centre was built to provide early childhood education to underprivileged families. Once the facilities were completed, staff were recruited and onboarded; 

(c) In Eswatini, people-centred, data-informed strategies to eradicate poverty were formulated through a participatory poverty assessment, which was conducted in consultation with 220 chiefdoms; 

(d) In Liberia, an educational resource centre comprising 6 reading rooms was built in remote Rivercess County. It opened its doors in support of the literacy of 300 students, including computer skills; 
(e) In Mauritania, 11 reproductive health centres in Nouakchott were refurbished and equipped with non-medical and sanitary materials. The midwives and health professionals servicing those centres also improved their skills through tailored training in newborn delivery, in neonatal practices and in providing care to mothers; and 

(f) In Papua New Guinea, a Centre for Excellence on Information Technology was established as a flagship programme of the University of Papua New Guinea. A building was refurbished and extensively equipped with ICT technologies. Benefiting from additional lecturers-in-residence from India, the Centre started offering courses to local students as well as students from other Pacific countries. 

84. The Pérez-Guerrero Trust Fund supported 18 additional small grants projects in 2019. Notable results of projects under implementation in 2019 include (a) the production of a collaborative research study and policy recommendations for the systematization of experiences that promote the permanence, re-entry and completion of secondary education in Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay, and (b) the enhancement of the capacities of 17 Vietnamese and 23 Cambodian government officials and technical experts to support their small and medium-sized enterprises to increase their e-commerce activities.

85. The results of the selected innovative demand-driven programmes under UNFSSC in 2019 include the help provided by the Republic of Korea institutions through the Republic of Korea-UNOSSC Facility to the Government of Indonesia to add the dimension of an integrated village development approach in one of the Districts in Java.  The support of the Republic of Korea institutions focused on delivering sustainable agriculture, renewable energy, clean water, school and community health, ICT for women business and economic development, and entrepreneurship training. Based on the pilot in Sukabumi District and the Government’s Village Innovation Programme, the Government of Indonesia and UNOSSC will be launching a Centre of Excellence for Village Innovation in 2020. The facility helped the Sukabumi Regency of West Java Province in Indonesia to develop a local health education curriculum for middle school and for high school, which is being piloted in six schools. The Government has already seconded two staff members to UNOSSC to enhance South-South cooperation.

86. Empowerment of women and gender equality continued to remain key priorities of the UNOSSC trust fund-supported projects and innovative demand-driven programmes, which are integrated either through dedicated interventions or mainstreaming as crosscutting issues. A number of projects implemented in 2019 were dedicated to promoting the empowerment of women and gender equality. For instance:
(a) working closely with the respective Governments in Malawi and Zambia along with local, regional and global institutions, an IBSA Fund-supported project contributed to eliminating child marriages and provided scholarships and support to over 1,400 young women and girls who were victims of early marriage to re-enroll them in school; and 

(b) an India-UN Partnership Development Fund project in Paraguay implemented by UNFPA developed communication products and launched a campaign to prevent adolescent pregnancy and sexual violence against girls; and

(c) an initiative in Sao Tome and Principe trained 127 reproductive service providers (nurses, midwives and doctors) through partnerships. 

87. Contributions to climate change adaptation and mitigation have also been a key priority across the UNOSSC trust fund portfolios. The India-UN Partnership Development Fund, including its Commonwealth Window, advanced projects on renewable energy, including Solar Home Standalone (SHS) Systems for Funaota, Nukufetau, in Tuvalu and Scaling Up Rural Households’ Use of Renewable Energy and Energy-efficient Technologies in Cameroon. It also supported initiatives on climate change adaptation, focusing on (a) early warning systems (Use of Drones and Early Warning Systems for Pre- and Post-flood Disaster Management in The Gambia; Strengthening Climate Information and Early Warning Systems in Gabon; and Climate Early Warning Systems in Pacific Island Countries), and (b) resilient livelihoods (Reinforce the Resilience of Vulnerable Populations in Kanem and Lake Chad, which focused on restoring degraded lands and enhancing agricultural production systems). In addition, projects also concentrated on recovery from extreme weather events, providing structural repairs, including the projects Repair and Reconstruction of Export Building and Fumigation Facility in Tonga and Resilient Restoration of Pivotal Public Infrastructure in Post-Irma Barbuda.

	IV. Financial Performance 




88. UNOSSC demonstrated a multi-year growth trend in its resource mobilization. In addition to receiving $3.4 million from UNDP core programme resources, the Office mobilized $14.1 million in non-core resources in the course of 2019, which accounted for 113 per cent of its non-core resource mobilization target for 2019, based on the annual target of $12.5 million in the strategic framework. 
89. UNOSSC continued to serve as the Fund Manager of UNFSSC, the Pérez-Guerrero Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation, the IBSA Fund and the India-UN Partnership Development Fund, with the latter accounting for the greatest growth. 

90. Concurrently, overall UNOSSC delivery increased by 10 per cent on the average annual strategic framework target. The UNOSSC 2018–2021 delivery target is $64.6 million, which represents an 87 per cent increase from the target of $34.6 million in the previous strategic framework. As the substantially higher non-core resources achieved during the period of the current strategic framework are received, programmed and implemented, delivery has accelerated, reaching 96 per cent of its 2019 average target. That progressive growth is expected to continue through the next two years, resulting in UNOSSC delivery exceeding the strategic framework targets. 

91. UNOSSC implemented its core resources and programme with sound financial management and fiscal prudence, assuring no over-expenditures and financial sustainability. In that context, UNOSSC enhanced its professional capacity, phasing out reliance on individual consultancy contracts and increasing the number of staff members from 16 to 19. The additional staff positions increased the professionalization, quality and sustainability of all lines of work – notably communication, partnerships and results management.

92. Fourteen United Nations agencies participated as implementing partners in UNOSSC trust funds. That diversity is in line with the system-wide role of UNOSSC and the United Nations reform processes.

V. Way forward

93. The organization of the second High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation in Argentina was one of the major events of 2019. The Conference reaffirmed the mandate of UNOSSC and provided comprehensive policy recommendations to the international community on how to leverage South-South and triangular cooperation for the achievement of sustainable development in the Global South. BAPA+40 policy recommendations will be among the major elements that will guide the work of UNOSSC in promoting policy dialogues, programmes, capacity development and partnership-building.

94. UNOSSC is coordinating the formulation of the United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South and triangular cooperation within the Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation, as requested by the Secretary-General. The strategy, which will be submitted for information to the forthcoming twentieth session of the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation, aims to provide a system-wide policy orientation to United Nations entities for a coordinated, coherent approach to policy, programmatic and partnership work on South-South and triangular cooperation for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and other international agreements on sustainable development. An implementation plan coordinated by the Office through the United Nations Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation will be established.
95. Building on the demand-driven approach, UNOSSC will expand its policy and programmatic support, knowledge-sharing, scaling up of good practices and partnership-building. It will further assist the Member States and partner agencies to design and implement initiatives and/or identify effective and innovative solutions to promote South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation and facilitate replication or scaling up of the most viable solutions and/or good practices to advance the 2030 Agenda.

96. The Office is in the process of developing updated and revised partnerships and resource mobilization strategies, aiming to provide strategic direction on how to leverage South-South and triangular partnerships for resource mobilization purposes, including through innovative financing mechanisms, in order to promote and accelerate the attainment of the SDGs in countries of the South. The multi-year growth trend in resources mobilized and implemented through UNOSSC‑managed trust funds and demand-driven programmes is expected to continue. An intensified focus will be placed on enhancing the quality of results across project portfolios, as well as the visibility of the development impact of these projects across the SDGs. UNOSSC will work to expand and diversify its partnership base and will continue supporting broad engagement of multiple agencies of the United Nations system as partners in implementation.
97. UNOSSC will also continue to expand South-South Galaxy through inter-agency collaboration and through the roll-out of the United Nations system-wide strategy on South-South and triangular cooperation. This will improve access by national governments, United Nations country teams and other national partners to information and knowledge on South-South cooperation and enable them with direct access to relevant partners and good practices in order to create partnership opportunities among Southern actors. South-South Galaxy will also be used as an important tool for taking stock of the efforts of subnational, national, regional and global actors.

98. UNOSSC will further continue partnering with Member States and United Nations agencies in co-hosting the Global South-South Development Expo and the Directors General Forum, building on their decade-long established brands as global and United Nations system-wide platforms to share their policies and practices, showcase achievements, and expand multi-stakeholder partnerships in promoting South-South and triangular cooperation for the achievement of the SDGs.

99. UNOSSC, jointly with UNDP, will also continue to strengthen its support to Southern research institutions and think tanks by providing them with the necessary networking space and resources to advance thought leadership and evidence-based research on South-south cooperation issues.  This will be done by supporting Southern stakeholders to identify the most pressing issues of priority for the Global South in the context of supporting the achievement of the SDGs, in recognition of the fast changing development context and emerging trends including the impact of COVID-19, the digital transformation, urbanization and the youth bulge.

100. The voluntary provision of data and reporting on South-South and triangular cooperation by different stakeholders, especially Member States, will be key to assessing the contribution of South-South cooperation to the achievement of the SDGs, facilitating the sharing of experiences and promoting partnerships. The availability of data and information as well as specific metrics will also help UNOSSC and other United Nations entities in aligning their support to the needs of the countries of the South.

101. The COVID-19 crisis risks reversing the progress achieved towards the realization of the SDGs in many developing countries. During recent decades, Southern solidarity has played an important role in furthering the attainment by the countries of the South of their development priorities. While countries are tempted to focus all their efforts at the national level, it is important, in the context of this global crisis that knows no borders, that countries continue to build stronger partnerships, including in South-South and triangular cooperation, in order to overcome the crisis and address its social and economic impacts. In the spirit of solidarity and cooperation, UNOSSC, since the onset of the pandemic, has been actively working and providing support to its Southern partners. This has included assessing needs around the Global South, mobilizing much-needed resources, exploring and sourcing supplier information for personal protective equipment (PPE) through partner networks, sharing knowledge and best practices, and urging strong international solidarity and support among governments and people. 

102. The year 2020 is the mid-point of the UNOSSC strategic framework, 2018–2021. The above-mentioned high-level strategic considerations are based on reflections on the trend in progress and the current development context. They will provide guidance to the Office in moving on to the second phase of the implementation of the strategic framework. UNOSSC is advancing a detailed analytical mid-term review of the implementation of the strategic framework to further assess progress and capture good practices and lessons learned in order to better inform the action plans for 2020 and 2021.
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